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Dear Parents and Carers,  

It has been a busy and wonderfully productive week at St Margaret’s Academy, 
filled with moments to share, celebrate, and be proud of. Our children have 
shown great enthusiasm in their learning, staff have been working hard to     
provide rich opportunities, and the school has been buzzing with positive energy. 

Across the week we’ve seen exciting classroom projects, great teamwork, and 
many examples of pupils showing our school values in action. From learning 
achievements to personal successes, there has been so much to acknowledge - 
well done to everyone involved. 

As we look ahead, we also want to draw attention to some important upcoming 
dates and events. These will play a key role in the weeks ahead, and we kindly 
ask families to keep an eye out for further details so that pupils can make the 
most of all that’s on offer. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

Science in Year 6      

Year 6 has been proving that light only travels in straight lines and that we can only see things if there 
is a light source. We explored why shadows get bigger or smaller and how we can use reflective      
objects. Finally, we looked at how we can see around corners using a mirror and we made periscopes 
to spy on Mrs O Dwyer! 



Year 2 News      

Year 2 has had a wonderfully busy week! 

We began by planning and making our own healthy sandwiches and salads, making sure to include at 
least one vegetable. The children embraced the challenge with enthusiasm—We will Eat Them to    
Defeat Them! 

Everyone bravely tried something new and encouraged their friends along the way. We also created our 
Eat Them to Defeat Them crowns and were lucky enough to enjoy a rare burst of sunshine for our photo 
shoot! 

The sunshine joined us again for our walk to Petitor Woods, although there was still plenty of mud     
underfoot! During our adventure, we gathered lots of inspiration for our writing unit The Lost Wolf. We 
spotted misty skies, delicate blossoms, bumpy rocks, and gigantic steps - what a walk! 

When we arrived back at school, we finished the day perfectly by enjoying our sandwiches with our teddy 

bears. A fantastic week of learning, exploring and trying new things! 

https://eatthemtodefeatthem.com/
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Trustee Visit—Thursday Review of School Priorities   

On Thursday, we were delighted to welcome our Link Trustees;  Nik, James, Sara and Jane  to St    
Margaret’s Academy. Their visit focused on reviewing key school priorities and gaining a deeper       
understanding of the work taking place across our community to support high-quality teaching, learning 
and pupil wellbeing. 

Our Trustees explored several important areas: 

 Writing Curriculum: Pathways to Write 

Trustees looked closely at the implementation of our Pathways to Write curriculum. This included: 

• Reviewing pupils’ progress in writing across year groups 

• Talking with teachers and pupils about their experiences 

• Observing lessons to understand how writing skills are being taught and applied 

 Attendance and Inclusion 

We analysed current attendance data and discussed our ongoing work to strengthen our inclusion    
offer. This included how we: 

• Support families to overcome barriers affecting attendance and punctuality 

• Put in place early, effective interventions 

• Ensure all pupils feel welcomed, supported and able to thrive 

 

 LEGs Programme (Language Enrichment Groups) 

Trustees were also introduced to our Language Enrichment Groups (LEGs) -  a programme designed to 
support pupils with language development. They saw how targeted sessions help children close gaps 
through swift, nurturing and focused intervention. 

 

 Learning Environment and Attitudes 

During their learning walk, Trustees observed: 

• The general climate in classrooms and around school 

• How pupils engage with learning 

• The positive relationships evident between staff and pupils 

They noted the strong sense of inclusivity and the calm, purposeful atmosphere that supports all   
learners. 

We are grateful to our Trustees for their time, insight and continued commitment to our school. Their 
visits play an important role in ensuring we remain focused on our core priorities and continue to    
provide an environment where every child can succeed.  

 

 



Attendance & Wellbeing Update       

At St Margaret’s, we are committed to making sure every child feels safe, welcomed and ready to learn 
each day. Here is a quick overview of what we’re doing to support attendance and wellbeing, along with 
some of the developments coming soon. 

WHAT WE’RE DOING NOW 

• Staff welcome families at the gate every morning. 

• School Council and Play Makers help support positive playtimes. 

• Calming music played in break and lunch areas. 

• Regular Pupil Voice surveys to gather children’s views. 

• Day‑2 home visits where appropriate. 

• Creative curriculum experiences offered throughout the week. 

• Careers Week to strengthen community links. 

• Trauma‑Informed, relational approach embedded across school. 

• “Stay and Play” sessions for Foundation Stage families. 

• Soft starts for pupils who find mornings difficult. 

• Positive phone calls home alongside support calls. 

• Breakfast Club spaces for children needing support getting into school. 

• Support meetings with families when needed. 

• Sensory Circuits and Running Club to support routine and wellbeing. 

WHAT’S COMING NEXT 

• Closer tracking of attendance for key pupil groups. 

• Engagement in DfE projects to strengthen our offer. 

• Visits to other schools to learn from strong practice. 

• Updated Attendance Roadmap, policies and support documents. 

• Termly celebration events for improved and sustained good attendance. 

• Continued work to offer the best possible provision so children can thrive. 

• Attendance summaries to be shared at Parents’ Evening so we can work together when attendance 
needs support. 



Comic Relief       

As part of raising awareness for Comic Relief, we would like to invite children 
to take part in a light‑hearted, optional activity at school. On Friday 20th 
March, children are welcome to come to school wearing a red accessory- this 
could be a hairband, badge, socks, or anything small and fun - alongside their 
full school uniform. Children may also bring a child‑friendly joke to share with 
their class if they wish, helping us spread some smiles throughout the day. 

Please note that participation is entirely optional, and we are not requesting any donations. We are very 
mindful of the incredible generosity our school community has already shown through numerous      
charitable events this year, and we want this to simply be an opportunity for children to enjoy the spirit 
of the day. Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

Torbay Coffee Morning     

There are three Family Hubs across Torbay. They are a great place to meet professionals who can     
support you and your family – like health visitors, maternity services and family support workers. We are 
excited to host a session here on Tuesday  21st April 9.15-10.15 please meet in the school reception  
area.  



We hope you enjoy a truly wonderful and relaxing Mothering Sunday. 

May you feel celebrated, valued and surrounded by the gratitude you so richly      

deserve. 

With warmest wishes, 

 

Mrs Nikki O’Dwyer and the Team at St Margaret’s Academy 

PTA Easter Bingo       

On Friday 27th March, 3:30–5:00pm, the PTA are arranging 
their fantastic Easter Bingo. As always, we will be holding a 
non‑uniform day for all children on this date, and kindly ask that 
you donate an Easter egg of any size in support of the event. 

All eggs can be brought into school on Thursday 26th March in advance, or on the morning of Friday 
27th March, to enable the PTA some time to organise the prize hampers in readiness for the big event 
after school. More information will follow next week. 

A Special Mothering Sunday Message       

To all the wonderful mums, nans, aunties and female guardians who care for our 
little ones -  and our not‑so‑little ones - we want to send a heartfelt thank you. 

Your love, strength, patience and endless support shape the children in our     
community every single day. Whether you’re tying shoelaces, offering guidance, 
giving hugs, cheering from the sidelines or simply  being a steady presence, please 
know how deeply appreciated you are. 







16th March 2026 Rowan Class Swimming 

17th March 2026 15.15—16.15 Y3/Y4 Football Home to Torre 

23rd March 2026 Rowan Class Swimming 

24th March 2026 09.00—12.00 Y5 Rowan Class Reach Outdoors 
(Archery & Indoor Climbing) 

15.30—18.20 Parent Teacher Consultations (Spring 
Term) 

 

26th March 2026 15.30—18.20 Parent Teacher Consultations (Spring 
Term) 

30th March 2026 Y6 Leavers Hoodies worn from today 

Rowan Class Swimming 

31st March 2026—2nd 
April 2026 

Skern Lodge Residential Y6 (2 Nights) 

Friday 3rd April 2026 No School—Start of Easter Spring Term Holiday 

3rd April 2026—19th 
April 2026 

Easter Holidays 

20th April 2026 Start of Summer Term 

28th April 2026 Year 5 Rowan Class—Kayaking  



Ash Rosie  
Rosie is our Star of the Week for working really hard in maths. She showed great      
understanding by quickly recognising the 5 within 7 without counting each one and  
carefully explaining her thinking. Well done, Rosie! 

Elm Maeve Brilliant focus during phonics. You are a star with your Fred Talk blending. The whole of 
Elm Class have loved you teaching them how to make your fantastic flowers! Mrs Tolley 
is proud of you! Well done Maeve you are a super star! 

Beech  Elsie H 
Star of the Week goes to Elsie H for always showing all four of our school values. They 
consistently work hard, show respect, and set a great example for others. Well done! 

Pine Chaya Chaya is our star for always getting that hand up.  For always trying her best and for 
always wanting to help others.  Well done Chaya, you are a pleasure to have in Pine 
class.  

Apple Mabel This week Mabel has been so responsible with coming into school in the morning. She 
has also amazed everybody with her writing. She listens to everything she is asked to do 
and always writes with such imagination. She has even been doing extra writing projects 
at home. What an aspirational attitude Mabel! 

Oak Isabelle Isabelle is our star for showing aspiration in her writing (using lots of great vocabulary 
and sentence types as well as recording it very neatly). Isabelle also showed resilience 
during our walk to the woods (it was very muddy, slippery and had some tricky parts to 
navigate). Great effort Isabelle! 

Willow Finley Willow’s Star of the Week is Finley. He always demonstrates all of our school values, 
giving kindness to his peers and staff alike. Always giving his best in  every piece of 
learning and helping others to be their best too!! Well done Finley! 

Holly Jessica 
Jess is our star this week, I am so impressed with how well she joins in and tries her 
hardest with everything. She consistently shows all four school values and is such a   
delight to have in Holly Class! 

Cherry Alfie Super writing this week Alfie! Well done for taking on board feedback as to how to take 
your writing to the next level especially handwriting and richer vocabulary. 

Hazel Lylah Lylah is our star in Hazel this week. She has produced some amazing work this week, 
particularly in her Geography. She is always aspirational with what she produces and 
ensures that her work is the best that it could be! It was also   lovely to go to the 
dodgeball competition with her and have her represent our school. Well done, Lylah - we 
are so proud of you! 

Rowan Henry 
Henry is the star of the week in Rowan class for the engagement he is showing in his 
learning. He is putting his hand up to answer questions and is working with focus and 
responsibility to complete his learning tasks. Well done Henry. 

Birch Arya P 
This week, Arya has been a superstar! She has done a fantastic job concentrating on the 
adults in the classroom, focusing really well on her work, and not getting distracted by 
others around her. Arya has shown a brilliant improvement in her attitude to learning 

Hawthorn Poppy Poppy is our star this week for her aspiration. Poppy always strives to do her best work 
but this week she has made an effort  to complete more in the time she is given. She 
has also used her writing to create a news report and achieved superbly in her recent 
assessments. 

Maple Michael. 
G. 

Our star of the week has shown great aspiration in his writing these last few weeks. He 
is consistently producing high levels of written work, confidently    applying all our Year 
6 grammar and making ambitious vocabulary choices! Well done Michael - very well  
deserved! 


